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This article examines the possible significance of the gold bracteates and medallions from the
Migration Period in Scandinavia, 370550 CE, and explores their importance in the
religious rituals and beliefs.

Most gold bracteates appear to have served as visible markers indicating that their
wearers were acceptdiy the gods through initiation rites. The bracteates were worn on a
band or cord around the neck. Individuals who were initiated godwere guaranteed to
join that god after deathGold medallions depicting Roman emperors appear to have been
worn by the officiants of the rituals. These roles were typically assumed by kings, chieftains,
or other elite figures who presided over ritual assemblies.

If  am correct in my assumptions and interpretations of the motifs on the bracteates,
the Masonic symbolism of "The winding Stairs" in King Solomon's Temple, among other
things, is a direct continuation of the symbolism of the old Scandinavian religion with
initiation rites to the gods Odin and Thor, which Vikings and settlers brought with them to the
British Isles in the Viking Age. This adaptation probably occurred under King Athelstone in
England in the 920s, as three medieval writings tell of.

| conclude that the symbolisrappearingon many of the gold medallions of the A
types andnost of thegold bracteatesf the C and D typesare probably the same as, or
similar to, the symbolisnfound in the first three degrees of Freemasonry today.

The interpretations in this article draw on my bddle Freemasons in the Viking Age
(2023), which, based on initiation practices in Freemasonry, proposes a reconstruction of the
ancient initiation rites that took place during the Viking el earlier

Further interpretations are based on my wddd hester til himmeleih Osebergskipet
og den norrgne religionefWith Horses to Heaven: The Oseberg Ship thedNorse
Religion), Oslo, 2025. This book discusses the hidwopean Divine Twins, whom scholars
have long suggested were central to religious belief in Scandinavia during the Bronze Age.
The book argues that the Divine Twins continued to play a significant role during the Iron
Age until the introduction of Christianity. It concludes that the Divine T@imentified as
Odin and Thor in the Viking Age were believed to transport the dead to the heai@dis)



and later return them to earth for rebifTthor). References are made to these books for the

statements and hypotheses presented in this article.

The Golden Bracteates
The gold bracteasgfrom Latinbracteg a thin piece of metal)ave been a riddle facholars

for several centuries. The bracteaesround gold medals with loops, to attach to a band or
string around the neck. They are marked with a piston and often have a diamete#6f 20
mm, up to 120 mm. Though the motif in the middle is usually small, the surrounding border
makes the bracteate larJéhe bracteates are distinguished by a great wealth of detail and a
great variety in the motifS.he bracteates were produced in the latter part of the migration
period, 450" 550 CE.

Approximately 1170 bracteates from 725 differdigishave been identified, primarily
from southern Scandinavia. Nearly half originate from Denmark, around 230 from Sweden,
and approximately 200 from Norway. Additional finds have been recorded in Germany,
England, and Eastern Europe.

Bracteates are often recovered as hoards together with other objects, frequently in
proximity to supraregional political and religious central places, such as Gudme in Denmark
or Uppakra in Sweden. These locations are also likely to have been centers of design and
production it is rare to find bracteates in graves, but when they are, they are usually found in
womenosTheawWegration Period in Scandinavi a i
Age, 0 reflecting the |l arge influx of Roman g

have come to an end in tBe0 0'6 s

Scholars often divide the bracteates into groups or types according to the motifs

A type- a large head in profile (92 found).

B type- one or at most three humiike figures (91 found).

C type- a fourlegged animal with a man's head above (426 found).
D type- a central figure consisting of a stylized animal (359 foidnd).

Pictures, texts and places of discovieryhis article are taken fronDie Goldbrakteaten der
Volkerwanderungszedf Karl Hauck, Morten AxboeKarl Diveland more, 7 volumes,

1 https://www.uis.no/nb/arkeologiskiuseum/arkeologi/rennesekattenrog-tolkningenaw-
folkevandringstidengullbrakteater

2 Information on numbers and places of discovery as well as age, is taken from English, Danish and Norwegian
Nynorsk Wikipediaasper2. Januan2016 There are also bracteates classified dgde (280found), - and M-

types.



https://www.uis.no/nb/arkeologisk-museum/arkeologi/rennesoy-skatten-og-tolkningen-av-folkevandringstidens-gullbrakteater
https://www.uis.no/nb/arkeologisk-museum/arkeologi/rennesoy-skatten-og-tolkningen-av-folkevandringstidens-gullbrakteater

Minchen 19889, unless otherwise stated. The Bracteates are registered with IK and a

number.

| emphasize that the A, C and D tygmebablycan be linked to the candidates' initiations to

the Scandinaviamods similar to the rites thdthave foundn the rituals of Freemasonry. |

therefore choose to call all bracteadesl medaléi j e wel s0, as they are ca
The Freemasons wear their jewels in bands around their necks.

According to the German historian and medievalist Karl Hauck, and the two Danish
archaeologist Morten Axboe and Lotte Hedeager,thésgodOdin who is depicted on the A,

B and C type ofjold bracteate3.

Karl Hauck proposed that the images on the small bracteates represent Norse myths in
an extremely condensed form, functioning as a kind of coded system. In some cases, this
interpretation appears relatively clear, despite the more thapezd@ap between the
bracteates and the written sources for the myths. For examptigpa Bracteate from
Trollhattan in Sweden depicts the god Tyr placing his hand in the jaws of the wolf Fenrir. An
A-type bracteate from Lyngby in Denmark shows the Midgard Serpent biting its own tail. In
addition, some runic inscriptions on bracteates are thought to refer to the god Odin/Wodan.
These inscriptions mention a number of poet]i
poetry, sucha&| ¢ a,di@hR ni angFaR & Bo r%s e o .

Scholars of runic writing hauwecently (2023)dentified the name of Odin on one of
the gold bracteates from the Vindelev find near Jelling in southern Jutland, where the
i nscription r e adtshodiskthatthe god s knawh as eatly as the
beginning of the 4005 This bracteate probably belonged to a warrior initiated to Odin.

I will now show what I, as a Freemason for over 40 years and an independent

researcher of Freemasonry, believe may have been the symbolism of the jewels.

Jewels of theA Type and more

We will now look at jewels of the A type which the king®bablywore around their necks

when they performed the Rite of Odindsomealsothe Rite of ThorWe will later look at

3 Morten Axboe Brakteatstudier Studies in gold Bracteatg®007, Series: Nordiske Fortidsminder, Ser. B, Vol.
25, p 141200, p 154

4 https://www.uis.no/nb/arkeologistauseum/arkeologi/rennesskattenog-tolkningenav-
folkevandringstidengullbrakteater

5 https://natmus.dk/nyhed/verdeasldsteindskrift-medodin-fundetpaavindelevguld/



https://www.uis.no/nb/arkeologisk-museum/arkeologi/rennesoy-skatten-og-tolkningen-av-folkevandringstidens-gullbrakteater
https://www.uis.no/nb/arkeologisk-museum/arkeologi/rennesoy-skatten-og-tolkningen-av-folkevandringstidens-gullbrakteater
https://natmus.dk/nyhed/verdens-aeldste-indskrift-med-odin-fundet-paa-vindelevguld/

the Ctype, which can be linked tbe jewels that the candidate received during his initiation
to Odinand toThor.

The A type are usually medallions, which are gold plates that have been decorated on
both sides with different motifs. True bracteates, on the other hand, are decorated only on one
side and have thinner gejilates, although | call both jewels. The A type are often copies of
Roman medallions or gold coins with imperial heads in profile. The medallions which are best
copied, also have Roman characters.

A large gold medallion has been found in Transylvania with images of Emperor
Constantine the Great (who died 337 CE) on one side and with the Sun God on the other.
Constantine worshiped the Sun God, Sol Invictus, but converted to Christianity on his
deathbed, according to Christian traditiénmedallion 1K 282, found on the farm Hov in the
Fosnes municipality in Namdalen in Trgndelag (north of Trondheim) for instance, has the
following text: D(ominus) N(oster) CONS(TA)N(S).

We are now going to studsomegold medalliongrobablydepicting theDivine Twins.
Below we sedK 47,2 from Broholm/Oure/Near Gudme/Svendborg on Funerfclassed as
A type) with two similaremperor headg.he motif on these shows tBévine Twins, says
Karl Hauck.

Thetexti s an i mitation on anA€mPtensPB(iush) s t ext
F(el i x) AargHauckscontraigsidhe left bust has hatched hairstyles and a diadem
whose round forehead jewel is twisted in front. A beaded band is visible above the temple.
The right bust has hatched hairstyles, and the forehead jewel of its diadem is also visible in
front, as is the band above the teniple

Between the heads is a triskelion, an an¢enatbably religiousymbol also found in

Nordic rock carvings.

5 Mogens B. Mackeprandde Nordiske GullbrakteateAarhus, 1952, p 29



| see the motgon the jewefrom a different angteThetwo busts look quite similar, but the
diadems are somewhat differeRtom the diadenjewelksin front of the foreheasthere are
two oblique lines that form a kind of "corridor" down to the neck of the kuBhe ondo the
left ends in twdbullets Thefi ¢ o r ron thebuston the rightpasses througtwo bullets
thena bend and then folnullets. Could there be a symbolism related to the twin gods kere
Odin in the east and to Thor in the wiest

In my booki Me d hest er I|ghowthatraichagonkedists have found clear
traces of two anébur (sometimes two anthreg pillars or posts in mortuatyalls mighty
tombs and cult halls throughout Scandinavia. Tipestholetraces in the ground are evident
from the end of the Stone Ag&ad up to the Viking AgeThe pillars in the halls were
probably intended as the earthiynsbolsof the doors of the twin gods in heaven: Odin's four
pillars in the easasthe constellation th&erpent Bearer and Thor's two pillars in the west
symboliang the constellatiorof Gemini.The arrangemerand placemenaf these pillars
strongly resemble the five (or sometimes six) pillars in the halls of Freemdedagy

Back to the goldnedallion Did theficorridoiso symbolizethed e a d w @urnmey or 6 s
or the candidate purneyto the gods gatesluring their initiation8 Could the bullets
symbolize the pillars of the gods that the candidates pass or reachColfilskihe journey to
Odinintheeast , start i n t htAroughtwoqillaes, tifemdkeaddeadnod a n d



beforeit endsatthe four pillarsAnd could the journey to the gddorin the west end in the
two pillars?
We shall seenore about this symbolistater.
Themedallion IK 351 depicted beloywvas found near Sundsvall morth Sweden. We see
theimitation ofthee mper or ' s head on the front side wit
Could thepossiblepearl headband have a symbolic meanWgg?see the pearl ribbon through
the hair that ends in twioulletsbehind the necHf this head isdepictinga god, this is
probably the god in the west which is Thor. The two bulieétse end of the stringsayrefer
tothe two pillarsof ThorAnd t hat t he c¢oathebéad lreadbafdtartptohe r n ey
front of the heagpasses through the hair splendord endby thepillars?
The back side, however, showsvarrior on horseback with a spear, we see that they
hover in the air, signs of a spiritual journepssumehis is Odin, since a spear and a horse
were his characteristic€ould the rings on the horse's reins and under the horse refer to
rattles, such athe many hundreds of rattles found in graves from the Late Iron Age in
Norway and to the rope rattles found in the Oseberg ship?
| believe that most likely this type of medallion may have been used by kings and

chieftains when initiating candidates to the @detea nd t o Thor 6s rite.

351 Rvb

Themedallion IK 262 from Gundsgmagle orZealand near Copenhagen (below) shows an

imitation of a Roman emperor portrai the front



However, on the back side there isiach smalleheadwithout hair or beardThis is strange
since the hair on thieead on théracteates generally hasarge hairsplendor The candidates
in the rites probably had their hair cut.
The smaller head also hase marked eye with a pupil, two eyebrows, and a distinct
nose. One eye and the mouth are missing on this face. The missing eye points in the direction
that this too ionnected t@din, who was oneyed | am guessing thahe missing mouth
indicate that this ithe silent candidateAn officer answes for the candidate in Freemasonry
today, who himself remains silernithe inner ringaround tlis smaller headeems to have a
somewhat shelike surface. Is this supposed to be snakeserpents so that the candidate is
with the Serpent Bearer, Odins constellation in heaven
Could the head be the candidate in the Od
Back to the fronportrait Here are alsdiree ringgunaround the portrait; the outer
ring has a ziggag motivethat might pointo snake symbolism. TFhinner ring seems to end
in two slenderheads just above tleemp e rhead. €suld this bevo snakehead? If so, this
is probablyOdinG doorto heaventhe constellation thee®pentBearer.In the Viking age,
Odi n 6 wasdalleosMalgrindi, it he sl ai n ae@mingtdGmmdesmall oor o,
Note the pearl band inthe hdirh at f or ms a ®esthisendinthreecoor r i d c

fourbullets?Thi s j ewel must have belonged to an off




IK 286,1 from Kalder on Gotland is also a medallion imitation, classified by archaeologists
as an Mtype(below) The obverse features awittaopy of a |
distinct head band with twlarge bulletdbehind the headds above,Isee he candi dat eo
journey on the head band, from the front to the back of the head where it ends with the two
large bullets. If so, thiseadmight be the god Thor.

Thereverse shows a warrior wearing a battle helmet and belt, straddling two serpents.
His entire posture appears firm and resolbte Freemasonig might be interestetb noice
his oversized right arm at a right angle. Arms and elbows at right angles are found on several
gold bractates These are also important Masonic symbols.

In his left handhe figureholds a spear, with the point directed downwaitte
serpents form a kind of gate or doorvaayd the figure above is also forming a door with his
legs and bodyAbove them stands, most likely, Odin, watching over the gate. Note how both
serpents form one and a half turns of a cirEles might behe samesymbolismasthe prow
of the Oseberg ship. In my interpretation, the ship is heading toward the constéilation
SerpentBeare@p hi uchus, which was Odnthedersegogmr way t «

Grimnesmabnd i n Fr eemasonr y dyesuwilfind tha sanaersyanbadisenc o n d d

286,1 Av b 286,1 Rv b

This gold jewel may have been used for initiations to Odidto Thor during the Migration

Period, probably worniaband around the kingbs neck.



A uniquegold medallion imitatiorwas found in a stone cigtith cremated human bones
together with other grave gooftem a fire pit,inside a large burial mound Godgay, in the
municipality of Giske on the Sunnmgrecoast. TheM type medallion, catalogued &
256, is decorated on both sides

On the frontside of the medallion t he emperor 6s head stands
positioned with their heads turned outward in opposite directions, most likely facing east and
west. Karl Hauck descrisé¢ hi s mot i f ass hadee candi Didneu rhio,r & et h
Twi ns. But who is fAhedo in this context? | s i°
themselves, or perhaps the candidate about to be accepted and initiated into the cult of the
god?

The reverse side of the medallion imitation is equally intriguing. Here we see the head
and torsmf what may be agoodrakingii n a wag-ohaorfrothoodeawn by
horses. This fhi g twithkEloowsdtaightaagles, wlsle the ddrses turna n d s
their heads back to look at their master.
So, who might thsefigures be?

256 Av b und Rvb  Godey-M

Could the medallionlepict both the twin gods, The Divine Twjras Karl Hauck says

Letds have a cl oser | olbekempetds Hedddasaoyhteb ol i s m
pearl bandimilar to whatwe have seenabove endi ng behind the head
bullets on top. This is probably the symbols of the thunder god, Whorprings the dead
warrior back to earth for rebirthear his two pillars.

And could the image on the reverdsorepresent the thunder gbd



Similar motifs representintipe godof thunderappear on the Jamtli tapestry from Ostersund
in Sweden, dating to the Viking Ag€&he motifs also appear Freemasonryas we soon shall
see
On the tapestrfrom Jamtli in Ostersundhe god Thor holds up the vault of heaven
with both handsind two horses follow him (belowBelow to the right, we see The
Worshipful Master in Freemasonry holding his two hands in the same positioking the
god as the candidate lies dovidead. Heiss hout i ng AOh MyThEGdnd t hr e e
Hailing Sign is appearing in the York Rite Master degree or third degree which used to be the
rite to Thor, the god of thund&(The GandHailing Sign, hail as in hail storm$).
I conclude that both sides of the jewel probatfipwthe god of thunder, perhaps
called Tor, meaning Gatg Door, also in the Migration Period.

Could this gold medallion belong tbe king of Sunnmgrand used for initiations to the god

of thunder Thor? We shall come back to this rite of resurrection later.

The C type Jewels of the initiated in  Odin's rite

The gold medallions and bracteates we have looked at so far hajewelsof dignity and
positionwith motifs of the twin gods, Odin afat Thor.We now shift our attention to the
largest group of the gold bracteat&be archaeologists classifyeseas the C typelhere we
see illustrations oévents that the candidates in the rites went throuwn they were
initiatiatedto the gods Odin and Tharhis groupis strongly characterized by the animal

’Duncands RituaNewddrk, IB66ee masonry
8 Arvid Ystad, The Freemasons in the Viking Adenazon, 2023p 307
9 Arvid Ystad, The Freemasons in the Viking Aggslo, Amazon, 2023, p 330

10



ornamentation that became common in the Migration Period. A completely new symbolic
language emerged at that time, and fantasy creatures played a big role.

At the end of the 1800s, several scholars claimed that the motf#fisme of the C
type among other things, pointed to Odin (a bird). The Swedish archaeologist Sune Lindqvist
confirmed this in 194&° Several Danish archaeologists, including Lotte Hedeager, also
thoughtit is Odin depicted on tisejewels!!

In the Bronze Age, the Divine Twins transformed themselves to horses or horse like
animals Theylifted the dead to heaven, according to scholEngs was also thease in the
Viking Age, according to my interpretatisf? Odin transformed himself into a bird or four
legged animal, fish or a snake, according to SigitnlussonThe body lay as if asleep or
dead, while he traveled far away for himself or for others.

Probablythe C type jewelsontainthe initiationsymbolismgo the Divine Twins
which used to beoth Odin and Thor. Both these gods trdedithrough the air on a horse or
horse like animal and bughtthe souls of the dead keeaven and back frotreaverto earth
They imagined that theouls were contained in the headitis why we see a head top of
the animalthegod) Theperson who was to be initiateddagodwould beshowntheworld
he would go to after his death.

| divide the C type jewels into two subgroupse for initiations to Odin and the other
for initiations to Thor TheThor subgroupshows a human head with a swastika in front of the
foreheadand the back of the hair diffesggnificantlyf r om t he h a sutgrogpf t he
This type of jewed, have probablypelongdto thoseinitiatedinto T h o r 6 Iglorerabotitieis

subgrougater.

The Bronze Age royal tomb in Kivik

To gudythe long lines of theetigion, let us go back aboatthousand years from the
Migration Age, tatheroyal tomb in Kivik in Sania in Sweden.

When using this magnificent tomb fobarial or for an initiationin the Bronze Age
the ceremonyprobablystaredat the entrance in theouthwest where there is an even older

grave Prfi n s g r a therangains ola cteimated human, an axe and a flint, as well as

0 Mogens B. Mackeprandde Nordiske GullbrakteatePAarhus, 1952, p 892, and Morten Axboe,
Brakteatstudier Studies in gold Bracteate2007, Series: Nordiske Fortidsminder, Ser. B, Vol. 25, p2B1L
1 Morten Axboe Brakteatstudier Studies in gold Bracteate®007, Series: Nordiske Fortidsminder, SarVol.
25, p 141200 and Poul Kjaerum, Rikke Agnete Ols@idtidens AnsigtFaces of the Past, 19%hdfrom
Wikipedia/Bracteate/English

12 Arvid Ystad,Med hester til himmele@slo, 2025, p 17andaccording tadGrimnesmal

11



burnt human bones all arounithey passed to theoutheast wherdéislabn u mber oneo
(picture below to the leftyith two pillarswith axes on top, wasfound The | ar ge pi | |
centre is probably not a pillar,bsts y mbol i zi ng the dead warrioro
upcoming journey, that ends in the horizAhthe bottom of the drawindgand on the next

slab to the northyve see the hint of a boat,confirmation thathe ascension often

symbolicallytook place on boat3 hiswas the belief as late as in the Viking Ags we see

with the Oseberg and ®stad ships

({

{{1(]

Could the candidate or the funeral procession with the bones of the deceased have wandered

around inside the coffifj utpothe door of heaven?

We probably see the ascension on another slab from Kivik (abakre middl¢. We
seea twin god, théduminous ongup to the northeasHeis lifting the dead warrioup to the
doorof heavenBehind the horses, we can see ticles withcentrecrossesthatlooks like
thewheek onachariot. Thg canalsobeseenas the twaillars; other pillars are drawn in
about the same way in the tomb. Between the two pillars the luminus god lifts the dead up to
his four ancestorwaiting for himon the Milky Way. But here is probably another double
meaningCould thefour ancestorp er haps al so signi f ylooRlhe f our
the southwesbn this slabwe can see the other twin god, the god of thuridigng his right
arm in front of someloaked beingsperhaps the forefathers. However the god has no
hammer and is not threatening.

Slabfinumber foud in the royal tomb in Kivik (poto above to the rightyvhich stands
in the far northeasprobablyshows tle door to heaverrThe pillars are drawn with double
lines, which probably indicates four pillafdere, two snakes hang in front of the two front
pillars, which can also be shown with the two circles vaéimtrecrossesThis is probablya
depiction ofthe constellation the Serpent Bearer, Ophiuchus, in the old rel\iershall see

more about this door later.

12



Comparable depictions ttietwin gods are also found on vases from ancient Greece,

where, according to a late tradition, the twin gods were Apollo and Heracles.
&OAAT AOT T OUBO OAATT A AACOA

| have been a Freemason foanyyears The rites and symbols we use in Freemasonry help
me tosee things that is difficult for others to se€elo better explain and interpret the motifs
that lie within the large group of C type bracteates, | will show glimpses of what happens in
the second and third degrees of Freemasonry.

Belowis a picture of the lodge room in the second degrégeemasonry, taken from
Duncands Ri t uawherethe candidate and Banduatoyare shown as stars
(with the numbers 5 and /4jrst between the two pillars in the front andrtagain to the

right, in front of the arrow

Could the motifs from the second degree of Freemasonry symbolize the same journey through
the pillars and up to heaven's door, as we see in the Bronze Age tomb from Kivik?

The candidaten Freemasonrgnters in the west, passes the pillars,raaflesa 1l ¥2
turn of the circle around the roomdis journeye nds 1 n t he easmeaningnder t
A G o dtdhe altar with the three pillagsriginally probably four pillars)Can these three or

four pillars around the altar in the east symbolize the door to he®an@ thesgprobably

13



very oldsteps on the Freemagbrourneybe expressedn theeven oldeihair splendor of the
heads on thi i nrmedladlions as we have seaimoveandagainonthe C typebracteates
subgroughat we arenow going to sudy?

The Odin subgroup - C type

Thedi n subgroup shows a bird in front of
hair, along with various fantasy animals, as scholars claims.

We see the same or similar animal symbolism targenumber of gold bracteatds
have selectedix of acommortype Four of thosehavea bird in front of theiheadsIK 172,
from Sletner in Eidsber@stfold, southeastern NorwaylK 96,1 from Klaggerud in Scanja
Sweden(eightwith same motif foundh four places)|K 2 from Agedal in Agdersouthern
Norway, andIK 377,1 from Vadstena ireasterrSweden. Theunic texton the latters not
readable

The lastracteatelK377,1 andIK 106, from Lilla Istad Slattbo,on Oland in Sweden
(last row to the rightalso havea large Uont h e a meadilhé j@nellK 276 from
Hayvik, in Helgheim, Jglster in the Vestland county, Norwas two earsWhat could these

symbols possible mean?
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Last row IK276 from Hgyvik in Vestlandleft) and IK106from Lilla Istad on Olandright).

Thefour first bracteates have a bgidting on the large Wront h e a tongmard Thiss
probably a message that the person to be initiated will fly through the air like a bird and lifted
up to heaven.

ThelargeU on the head of the aningafin IK 377,1 andK 106), could possibly refer
to the two pillars on earth that the animal (i.e. the god) is now aiming at to bring the dead
warrior throughThis also goes for the two distinct ears withts on topn IK 276which
may show two stars on top of two pillatee pillars of Gemini

As on the A typenedallionsthe hair splendocan hold the key tthis riddle We see
that the hair stands high above the head and is strongly marked with vertical lines or strokes.
The hair has a design that differs markedly from the hair of the headsgbttte T h or 6 s
sulgroup as we shall soon se@n the IK 96,1 (above), the hair seemsaasist ofsome
wide sticks.

| have arguednh my booksmentioned abovehat in the old religionthe dead warrior
or candidate during his initiation to the gegimbolically traveled to heaven with Odin, to his
door in the easthis happens through a symbglairney of 1% turns of the circle up to the
gate of heaverin the religious poenGrimnesmathis is pretended as 540 doors degrees
of the circle = 360 + 180 degree3he dooris calledValgrindi, meaningi T tslaeinwar r i or 6 s
d o qgin this poem.

16



The hair is closely connected to the brain where therssidesThe mane of hair and
the bands and lines that run through it must have had a special meaning. Could the vertical
lines showa set of steps from the ground and to the earthly door of heakeh wascalled
Hlidskjalvin Norse mythologyme a n iGa ¢ e i t Ib probablygcBnsisted of four posts
with an altar.

| believe traces dfllidskjalv may have beethe four posts in the ground at the east
entrance tahe ringshaped courtyardt Sausjord in Voss municipaljtwestern Norway
Suchring-shaped courtyardsere common in Norway from the first centuries of our era and
theywere used until the Viking Agénd, could the candidateho wasto be initiated to
Odin, ascend the staid the tower Hlidskjalv?And fromthere make his symbolic journey
up to Odinds door in heaven in the northeast

Back to the jewelabove Another symbolism entefsom the back of theumanhead The
hair turns into horizontal lines thgbesinto a circle anda hair knot before thdinesagain
emergeand endsn a point. Could this symbolize the Journey that the dead warrtbeor
candidate in the rite is now going through?
If this was sowe cansee that thigourneyon the jewels abovends near the four
pillars in the easthe horse's rump is always drawn with four lines and ends abr@ptlyhe
jewel IK96,1 abovethe horse rump is drawmith four vertical lines ending isort oftable or
perhaps amaltar. The ani mal és hind | eg poiThelhasbeiind t hi s
theneck of the heas missing instead we see a turn with small circles or dots.
If we takemy interpretatioror assumptionas a basis here, we will see that the soul
in the hair splendereaches the door of heaven in tleetheast which is marked with four
pillars. The four pillars are probably the symbol of the constellation the Serpent Bearer,
Odindéds door to heaven.
The journey of the vast majority of bracteagegom right to leff or from east to west.
The motif shows that Odin's four pillars stand in the.&dss corresponds to the zodiac sign
of the Serpent Bearefo the west stanthetwo pillars of Thorthe Gemini sign on the Milky
Way.Thi s i s mar ked with a Ibalesgpetop or the ani me
The soul or spirit may have resided in the head of the candidate, so that the lsracteate
showthe symbol of a spiritual journeyp t o O dniheavesThe syrobolism we see on
these bracteates may be the same or similar to what we see in the drawing of the Freemason's

journey on page 14.
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Mime's head, that helped Odin in respect of wisdom and judgement, comes also to
mind in this context. Mime was very wise and was sent to the Vanir gods as a hostage to keep
the peace. The Vanir, who in accordance with their vertical understanding, lived in the
underworld were, however, not satisfied with him; they cut off his head and returned it to the
/Esir gods!'The realization of the knowledge that tAssir constantly claimed that Mime
possessed first took place as a result of a stay in the underworld, a death and return to the
overworld in a new form that expresses pure intellect," says Danish historian of religion Jens
Peder Schjgdt

Below, | have selectethreemore of the C typgewelsthat have runic texts that provide

additional information.

The bracteaté 43 (below)is from Darum near Ribe in West Jutland in Denmark Here
we see that the animal can resemble a bird, with its legs appearing to hauetihidhs
rather than claws, and the | egs end with som

is depicted below the head of teei r d ani mal o. The ani mal's hea
supposed to be a snake's heBld@ wingsof fithe bird below the animahrestrangeit seems
to turn around in a circle for more tha60 degreeds the bird animal lifting the warrior 1 %

turn of the circle upo heaven?

A

v e 43b
e

13 Jens Peter Schjgdddins videri dens funksjon og betydning004, s 49. Ligger pa nettet
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Here are two runic texts: The runes to the right are interpreteidjas which means
Oéwcomer, young innovatoro. This must be the
initiated in the rite, the person we cadtipientor candidatein Freemasonry.

The text in front of the candidate's healil, can be a cultic and magical formula, the
meaning is uncertain, it is usually explainede4,1 Aal cohol i ¢ drinko. The
meaning may be rage and ecstasy. According to the bracteate scholars Karl Hauck and Morten
Axboe,alui s expl ained as fsor cer¥Othersohndlarschave by t h
linked the name to Odin's s@inir. The bracteate must be associated with Odin.

Theniujil, the candidatas probablytransportedip to heavety the bird animal
which is Odin

The jewellK 58 from Funen in Denmark (below) shows a bird in front of the candidate's

head Belowthe birdthere is dargeU form, which | believeis thesymbol ofthe earthly

pillars that the candidate is to be transported throtigé bird points to travelling through the

air. Heretoo, its wings seem to turn in a circle for more than 360 degrees.

Thedhorseodo is a fGnshsyaahsmafowitbhgs and a sn
few bracteates where more than the candidate's head is shown, heréigéesiesrm and

his hand The animalprobablyOdin, is leading the candidate by his left hand and @snwe

shall later see in Freemasonry)

Here, we see the sanw similarsymbolismas mentioned abové&he "steps'that form the

hair splendagrend athe ear, whereit changes direction and forms a circle or knot that turns
into braids towards the nortast and witlthreepoints that touches the edgé the jewel The
horse's left hind leg also points to thiace this might be understood as the fourth paiuist
inside this placén northreastwe cansee the horse's tail drawn with four lines. | believe that
the tail, which end "a flat" andalsopoints towards the norbast, has been the symbol of
the four pillarswith a table or altarf so, this may haveymbolizedthe zodiac sign of the

SerpentBearegr Op hi uchus, Odinés door to heaven

14 Karl Hauck, Morten Axboe, Klaus Diwel and othddge Goldbrakteaten der Volkerwanderungsz&@ss, IK
1, text p 85 and p 54
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IK 58
There are three texts on the gold bracteate:

Text I, which stands under the animal's headdsHouaR it can be translated with
The High One. This text is associated with Odin, referring to the animal Odin who transports
the candidate's soahdthe deadvarrio® s soul to heaven.
T e x t Ildpd..:(onlg this can be deciphergdthe long text to the left This may be
Old Norselod = invitation, or as it has been explain@:nvi t ati on of Super hui
This is in accordance with the motif on the jewel.
Text IlI: alu, which can mean ecstasy, rage, as we saw above, also one of Odin's
attributes.
The runeAnzusor Ass F, has been carved into the jewel; this is not shown on the

drawing® Thiswas Odin's rune.

The bracteaté& 98 from Kgge on Zealand in Denmark(below), also has a runic

inscription.

15 Karl Hauck, Morten Axboe, Klaus Diwel and othddge Goldbrakteaten der Volkerwanderungsz&@ss, IK
1, text p 83
18 Hauck, Axboe, Dlwel and othe®@je Goldbrakteaten der Volkerwanderungsze@85s, IK 1, text p 110
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IK 98

We see that the animal hasf@iri sh feet o, with three and two
them. This is presumably the symbol of water or rain. Perhapsdhéss h f eet 0 wer e
to be used in waterhe animal has krgeU on its headmost likely the symbol of thievo
pillarsin the southwest T h e a n i stadgéjithasa Bregdonguessticking out. |
believe this must be a snake's head. It looks like a bird is sitting hibleifigureshead, could
it be the beak that we see here?
The runic text on this bracteate reads as follddagiuha haitika farausia gibu auja
which is interpreted as: Hariuha is my name, farausfareisa, gives the god's protection or
heill. Farvisacan mean travel expert, travel wise or used to traveliigu means gives.
Aujais a magical formula for help, divine protectionhaill. This has been interpreted as a
formulaic name for the god, presumably Otin.
The runic text is however, followed by four dots, which presumably have mindéed
four pillars, and theratreeJ ust i nside the four dots or pildl
its four lines. The left back leg of the animal atsdump, pointsdirectly to thefour dots(the
four pillars)that | assume ihesymbol forthe heavenlgloorin thenortheast, as | have
shownaboveand, in my bookii Me d h e s t e r- Osebelgskipat ogmen Incrane
r el i g Cauldtbetréepointtoit he wor d tr eeodo, whdprobablywas t he

" Hauck, Axboe, Dlwel and othe®ije Goldbrakteaten der Volkerwanderungsz&@8s, IK 1, text, p 175
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Valhallain Norse religio® Theheavenlygate, the constellation the SerpBetarer,

Ophiuchus, i hangs northeasttahdethiswasrthe dodaigenditoi n t h e
Valhalla in the Norse religious traditipas we have seéfNot i ce t hat #fthe fou
the tree is situated up to the right on jiaeel, the northeastern directioriThe tree looks like

an arrow, pointing to the nodtast.The h e a dliffess sbimeewhiat from the hainohe

othersimilar jewels, but thesymbolismon the jewels the same.

Odin brought the dead warriors up to the constellation the Serpent Belaieh was
thedoorValgrindi, leadingto ValhallaThi s mi ght be the reason why
a serpentike headand a long tongue

The runic text and symbots the bracteatérom Kgge on Zealand in Denmacdould
thenmean:Hariuhatravels tothe gate of thevorld tree, and the god Odin provides
protection on the soul's journey.

The text fitsvery well with the motif on the gold bracteaaad my latest findings on

the religion.

Probablythe warriors,who were initiated in the rite Odin, wore such jewels around their
neck;in the same way as the Freemason today wears his jewels in a blue band around his
neck.Textile impressions have been found on mbracteates

The newly admitted or accepted brother, the recipient or candidateemasonrywas called
niujil, the newcomer 500 years agaf we are to believe thewel from Darum on West
Jutland aboveAnd the bracteate found in Kgge in Zeeland above, belonged to the warrior
Hariuha. Todaythe bearersvould probablyhave beerrreemasons of the Fellow Craft, or
second degree ifreemasonry.

~

Back to The Journey in & OA AT AOT T OU6 O OAATT A

Couldthe steps up to Hlidskjalv and the subsequent spiritual jouonine then Valhalla, that

we see in the 40800s CE, havespiredto the invention of thewinding stairs" in

Freemasonryhatwe saw on pag#3? Medievaldocuments from Englartell us that the rites

of AThe Craft,o Freemasonry, were altikred du
was probablyat that timeKing Solomon and his tempie Jerusalemverebroughtinto the

8 Arvid Ystad, Med hester til himmelen, Osebergskipet og den norrgne religionen, Oslop. 20265, 130-
152, 163166
19 Albert G. Mackey;The History of Freemasonrf¥he York Legend, New York, 1996, p.95
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Masonic ritualswhileOdi ndés Val hal |l a was migatoontestthat f r om t h
the Vikings had brought with them to the British Isles.
Now back to the picture of the Fr eeemhad onds J
Duncands Ri t uashysabouthisHoureey.imlissisome ycandi dat eds se
reception and the completion of the degreee jdhrneystartsfrom the anteoont é The
Conductor then opens the Lodge door, aalling the candidate by the left afas on the
bracteate IK58 from Funen in Denmarkbove) he leads him forward through the door in
frontofthepillars (é) The conductor addrieéswsee sarteh en ocwa r
about to make an ascent through a porch, by a flight of winding stairs, consisting of three,
five and seven steps, to a place representin
there to receive instructions relat(ivée)l to th
The conductor leads the candidate on the journey, from the pillars, and to the first
three steps, then five and at last with seven steps, while holding long speeches about objects
possibly connected to these numbers. On the three first steps he says, among other wise
words:i The first three allude to the three prin
manhood, and old age. In youth, as Entered Apprentices, we ought industriously to occupy
our minds in the attainment of useful knowledge. In manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should
apply our knowledge to the discharge of our respective duties to God, our neighbours, and
ourselves; so that in old age, as Master Masons, we may enjoy the happy reflections
consequentonawdlpent | i fe, and die in the hope of
The ritual says clearly thatwecarh o pe of a g | oand tlusussattainablmr t al i t
the third degree!
Sever al passages in the ritual 6s,butext hayv
this has no influence on what happens to the candidate. | am therefore not showing them here
The conductor and the recipient are after a while leaving the stairs and soon arrives
at the Junior Wardens station in the south (to the right in the picture). He is now supposed to
be the doorkeeper the outerdooo f Ki ng Sol omonds Temple. The
conductor) gives the password and later the token, which is the pass grip of a Fellow Craft.
AThey now pass around the Junior Wardends st
the west, éo. Ttbtheinne doeof thenMiddldnGhamber of Kipg
Sal omobés Temple, fAwhich appears to be guarde
candidate (the conductor) has to give the real grip and the password of the grade to get
inside. They pass on to the Worshipful Master in the east. This place is representing the
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Mi ddl e Chamber of King Solomonds Temple, whe

Craft Freemason.

Let us sum up and se&#at this might have beemthe elder Scandinavian ritdhe
candidate arrives, after having left the stairdhtoouterdooo f Ki ng Sol omonés
Thedootkeeper here is the Junior Warden. Was he, in the old Scandinavian rites, the former
luminousgod of the Divine Twins, which used to be Odin? If so, the door was probably the
constellation The Serpent Bearer fdAhangingo
The candidate goes further in the lodge room and arrives in the west where the two
pillars stand. This is nothe inner dootto the Middle Chamber and the Senior Warden is the
gatekeeper. Could the Senior Warden in the formerly rite, have been thefdttebDivine
Twins, the god of thunder, Thor? | think so!
The candidate is lead to the east, to the Worshipful Master, where he is expected and
given food and drinks arfus jewel ands recorded as a Fellow Craft. Here is no door. The
doorsbelonged tahe Junior and Senior Wardewko probably played the roles of the Divine

Twins in the Migration Periad

Back to thé- r e e maritual:MMldecandidate now gets his wages, food and refreshments
which denote peace, harmony and strength. He also gets the jewels of therdadpaed

around his neckThe Worshipful Master says, among other thifigfiu mer ous wor | ds

around us, all formed by the same Divine Artist, and which roll through the vast expanse, and
are all conducted by the same unerring law of nature. A survey of nature and the observation
of her beautiful proportions, first determined man to imitate the Divine plan, and study
symmetry and order. o

Could this point to a celestial and cosmic existence that may have an old Scandinavian
origin? Most of the other passages in the ritual have refesem&ng Solomon's Temple.
Could the quotes here have originated in the ancient rites from the Migration Period or
earlier? It is impossible to confirm this, but the content in the passagesjuite cosmic
anduniversal.

The Worshipful Master ends the second degree with tatkitige candidate, the
newcomerabout t he | fihasta kigher Bigdificatior it atludes to the sacred

T

e

name o fAll Dé¢he lbdgedrise to their feet; and all bow theirheddb.e | et t er A GO

however,as we can see on the picture abowetten with runesis the rune Asi, which used

t o be Odmisrdnse was earved in on the bracteate IK58 from Funen above.
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I't is also intriguing to see thatsof he can
a circle, from the west to the east, back to the west and that he finally ends at the Worshipful
Master in the east. Al so, oOfffreemasamslli’el at ed s |
turns of the circle. So also, is the symbol of the stem of the Oseberg ship: the stem makes 1 %2
turns of a circle and ends with a serpentoés
Serpent Bearer, which used to be Odins door in heaven.

The lodge meeting and the candidate ends here, at the Worshipful Master, which
probablyused to be OdirThe altar with the three (formerly four) pillars stands in the East,

they belongdto the god.

The newcomeor niujil isii i N h i sreadylfod hisdagt eeiree, the degree to Thor, the
god of thunder. Here are rebirth and a newilifeere is immortality

4 EA + Bedaliabsin the Rite of the Thunder God

Let's first go far back in time, to the Bronze Age, and look at a rock cafilihg.great

gian®, often thought to be a god, found in rock carvingBacka in Brastad in Lysekil,

Bohuslan in western Sweden, has been cdlledh e s h bydhe lbdalgopolation. He

has his arms raised and a hammer in his right faktls arms are held in the same waynaes

saw onthe tapestryrom Jamtli in Ostersundndas the Masoni@5rand Hailing Sign of

Di st fpé®.N@t i ce the figurebs erected penis; th

20 hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock carvings in_Backa
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CouldtheB hoemaker o, the giant or tGoéoflunder, have |

the later Thor?

AnAType jewefrom Scania the godTho@jewel?
TheA type gold bracteate found Brania in SwedenlK 326, has a jump ring at the tdpr

abandto hang itaround the neck.

IK 326
Who mightthis be? Let's firsthave dook at the symbolism.
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The symbols under the figurebés arms are |
swastika enehg with small rings or bulletsVhat meanindnides inthe swastika?
Below aresome drawings of common hammer symbols from the Viking age: To the
left arefour hidden hammer marks; in the middle filled in so that we clearly see the four
hammers with short handles towards the midbitethe right we see the four hammers laid
with the handles slightly offset towards the middie suchthe four hammers appear as a
swastikaOn the gold bracteatethie bullets orround dots at the ends of the arms of the
swastika are probably impact markse hammer is usually held in the right haasd is the

case for the bracteate abdve

iy

A U is marked next to the swastika, and belmth arns of the figure This sign could, as we

have seemboveunder the rite to Odirsymbolize théwo pillars(p 6,13. And this is exactly
the sign the figure is showing with his both arm#iars) and handgstars)

Could the inverte® under his left elbovibethe symbol for his journeyRlong the
edgeon the gold bracteatbere are several sigmsth twisted characters which resemble an
inverted SDoes this indicate a journey around the edgat@rwe will seethat an invertedor
swinging S is probably the symbol of the journey that the candidate undertakes during
initiations to Freya.

The often oversized haicanprobably also in ths rite of the god of thunder,
correspondinglysymbolizefistep® that the candidate theinitiation rite or the soul of the
deceasedtakes down to eartiNote thatfithe stepggoesfromtheeast f r om t he f i gur
foreheadto thewest and fromthere tathe south.Herewe see a large "arrovdr perhaps
A r o éhdti@gdsdown to the nechf the figure Could thisbdi t h e whevethe soulof
the deceased warriodescendn thesouthwestThe head ishe god Thor

If the arms of the god are to represent the two pillars, we see that the soul of the dead,
andprobably the candidate in the rite, descends to this place located by the southwestern

pillar. More on thissymbolismlater.

21 Arvid Ystad, The Freemasons in the Viking A@¥slo, 2025, p. 28295
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| see tle figure on the jewel IK326 from Scanas the sovereign god Thor who rules
in the west and gazes toward the east. The prevailing wind direction in Northern Europe is
from west to east, or rather from southwest to northeast. Thus, the god brought the wind with
the fertile rain, snow, and hail from the west to plants, animals, and humans in the east, and he
also stood for their rebirth.
The gold bracteatéK 326 from Scaniaabove maythushave been a jewel thaheof
the officers wore in a band around their necks when performing tte thie god of thunder
in the 400s CH. assume that it was the officer acting as the god Thor that wore the bracteate.
It is probablythe Senior Wardem Freemasonry that has takenovesgho d 6 s r ol e i n t

ancientrites. Today they wedhe plumb inaband around their necks

&OAAIT AOI 1T OUBO 4EEOA $ACOA,
Duncands Ri t u a tellswhat hdppeasamilze candidiaighird degree(that
used to be t hebutfismowsgposed takepldce nr iKi @g Sol omonods
Temple) After being initiated to the god at the ajtdre second section of the ritual that starts
at the hour fAHi gbandidatei$ lead arquitKirglSdlomond $1 aT e mphlee
when he is attacked by three ruffians. The third rufiietihe northeaggives him ablow by a
maulto his headhatfkillsohim ( fils he dead?He i s, hi s 9)leistheni s br ok
lifted up andcarriedon t he shoul der s of thte2tined(d%thmes) s ar oL
in the direction of the sun, before hgpid aced fi n a gthessouthwestho t he r
pillar (he is laid on the floor)The 12 brothers plus tt&enior and Junior Wardenpw form a
circle around thédead masamwhile theWorshipful Masteperforms theGreat Hailing Sign
of Distresswhich is likely the sign of the god ThaiVe saw this sigaboveon page 10The

candidates raised by the Worshipful Mastat the southwestnpillar. He is reborn??

We can see the large similarities with my assumptions on the IK 326 from Scania above.

A southerntradition?

We have alreadgeenmedalliors that the high king may have used during the initiation rites
to the twin godg¢IK 47,2, IK351,and | K 286) a(K@62taodtodgoddfs r i t e

thunder, (IK 256)However,otherkings may have worn other types of bracteates around their

2Duncanods Rit uaNewddrk, 1B66epel @205 10N r y
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necks during initiations. These may have beartier,later, more developed versions, or

objects originating fronotherlocal traditions.

OnlK259( bel ow), we see one of four fairly si mi
grave within a burial ground ne@rfurt in Germany , which contained 13 graves and a horse
burial. Karl Hauck classifies this to the-§pe.(The others were found at Gudine
Denmark at Oberwerscheand atWelschingenn soutternGermany).
The motifprobablydepicts the god Thor seated on his high seat, witipaon as it is

called by theFreemasongjraped over his lower body, decorated with stripes. He raises both

hands, with his el bows bent at theswpstita, angl es.
interpreted as a concealed symbol of the god
Thords hammers. Above Thorodés | eft hand appea

spheres, which likely symbolizes three raindrops and thus the sacrédi rain.

Along the right side of the medalliotihere ardour strange symbols,kand of inverted U

their openings poi nt iThegresdnable wivaial asdume dreoworiibsime e a
Freya's riteas we shall see lat&2an four blows off h o hathmer bring fertilityand

regeneratiorirom four womb® The god Thor was responsible for lightning, rain, hail and

thus fertility of nature and for rebirth of the humans! Couldpbesiblevombs pictured on

the bracteate be one of the reasonser® or pl ac

2The same symbol is found on a b e750ADiHerekisaosideles gr av e
to be the sign of the thunder god. Unto Salo, UKKte god of Thunder of the ancient Finns and His indo
European Family, Washington, 20@6144
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The numbers two and four recur in this imagé@iyesenumbersaretraditionally
associated with the thunder god, from India to ScandirfAvia.

A jewel showing the candidate struck down?

The gold medallionK 350 of the B typgbelow), was found inrsouth-west Germany It may
have been worn by the king during initiations to the god of thunder. Here we ggeltbe
thunder (Thor) with a large and decorated (striped) apron over his lowerditidyg in his
high seatvith a beltaround hisvaist On both sidsof his seat are his two pillar§hese are

well known fromthe much later Norse Sagas.

A F i
/lw‘ﬁ,; iy’

L 350 b

What might the motif on the goldedallionlK350 express? | see significant similaritiwgh
the actions performed in the central parts of Freemasonry, wheffestrason is struck
down in the northeast and resurrected in the southwest after being 2drstedes around
the hall.

The god's left handonsists o sort of semicirclgan iron glove?)and then three

hammers with their handles pointing toward the center. The arm and hand point up toward the

24 Gamkrelidze, Thomas V. and Ivanov, VjaceslaviWdo-European and the IndBuropeansBerlin, New
York, 1995
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northeast. Directly beneath the arm, we see three slanted crosses, likely hammer blows. |
assume these represémthree blowghatthe warrior (thé=reenason)is given to his head

and t hat Jiskabdvd tte threeé hammers, we see something resembling a crescent
moon, but which is likely a womb "receiving" the soul of the deceased.

The warrior's soul wanders westward along the 14 "steps of the stairEt€dr@ason
is carried), which are formed by the god's Ispiendor It then passes through the ldaghe
westand returns along the narrow path between the two sections of hair, above and below.
The soul of the deceased wanders Ereenason is carried) on the lower or "second
staircase” within the hair, from northeast to northwest. Here, there are 12 steps. During these
journeys the soul of thevarrior (the Freenason) passes the gods of the zodiac in the sky. (We
shall see more of this symbolism laten, IK45, where we also find 14 gods).

The soul of thevarriorthus wanderg %times around the zodiac from northeast to
northwest, before descending an additional qudmter of the circle down to the southwest
Thewombs along the edgedicatesthis. The soul of thevarrior makes a journe® % turns
of the circle. Here, by the southwesteilhar, the fallen warrior (and théreenason) is laid in
their grave.

The god Thor, with his mighty right hand, raises or pulls the candidate upigition
chainwith three hammers in both end¥e see the soul of thearrior (the Freenason) at the
bottom of the chain; the mufiointed star was the symbol of the sult is near the
southwestern pillathat the fallen warrior was resurrected in Germany ift0Gs CE and it

is still herewhere the candidate in Freemasonry is resurrected.

|l interpret the gold medallion I K 350 as bel
they intiatedthe candidate in Thor's fertility amdsurrection riteThechieftainprobably
worethegold jewel in a band arourtds neck

ThegodThor 6s rite was extremely popul ar wit!
Here it was the chieftains among them, cafjedelater on Iceland, who played the god in the
initiations.

Why is the Freemason struck down ¢ hree ti
usuallyshowfour blows? The Eddataleh or 6 s J o u rtelletyat Tthar strbick g ar d
UtgardLoki with three blowsButwhen he was about to deliver the fourth and finish him off,

he was gone. The fourth blow was fatal. That the Worshipful Masterplalgedthe god,

25 A star is often the symbol of spirit or sodlE. Cirlot,A Dictionary of Symbo]s1978, star, p 309
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delivers three blows in Freemasonry must indicate that these blows were intended for
initiations only.

Now, let us return to the -§/pebracteates

CTypes-The4 ET 06O OEOA AOAAOAAOA

As previouslymentioned, | have divided&hC type bracteatasto a group where a biid
sitting at the front of the head, and a group where a swasti@and infront of the forehead.
The last groupthat we will look athow, can be linked to initiations to the god of thunder,
probablycalledThor also in the Migration periad

On far themost bracteateshe fourlegged animal travels from right to left, or from
east to west. This applies to baillbgroupsto the initiates in both the Odin rite and the Thor
rite. | believe the reason for this is that the door of hedherSerpent Beargestands in the
east of the Milky Way where the deasrriord s  and thd soul of the candidatéo isto
beinitiated to Odinascend through. In the west the Milky Way, stand the constellatiorof
Gemini, or the Twins Belowon earth, we find thewo pillarsin the wesbf the Freemasons
halls Herethewarrior wasreborn and the candidate in titvrd degreeesurrectedWe shall
soon see the symbols of this.

Below arethreeimagesof bracteate$lK357, IK301 and IK330)ith the swastika in front of
the human headound in Eastern Jutland aimdSeeland in Denmaf& and ong1K45b), with
the swastika behind the hegd/e will come back to the fourth bracteate down to the right
later).

The hair on the human heaalso hagisteps of a staircage, a s. Oh thedirste i t
three bracteatethe long hair changesbruptlycharacteand dips down before it turns
upwardsin a type of pointed triangle.ddld this perhapsymbolizethebud of a plant that
sticks up from the ground in spring, thus representing rebirth and new life?

Two of the threeunictextsare legibleboth arean abbreviation folaukaR which is a

magical formula word with the meaningiifourish, fertilityo.

261K 357 from Mols, Eastern Jutland, IK 301 from Magelmose, Seeland and IK 330 from Seeland
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Thethreefirst horses oanimask points theirleft hind leg towards the northeastdicating
that the journewith the animal icomingfrom the northeastThe animal orthe bracteaté&K
301,has no large U on its head, Imatints its left foreledand its tonguejowards the
southwestthis is probably the direction of the journdyh e a n i naadlth@ svo small s
dots on top of the ears (under the nose of the hpeahablyalsorefer to the starand the
pillars of theearthlyGeminiconstellationthe two pillars in the wesk believe that the large
U on the otheranimal's skub, alsopoints towards thearthlypillars, to the outermost pillar
on its skull, to the southwestern pillar in the hall.

The large Uand he swastikar@ generally quite close on most bracteategth are
seeminglythe symbdd of the god Thor.
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Thefour-leggeda ni mal wi t h twhsprobaldyonrtheiowayts thes o u |
sout hwestern pillar, the sout hEaesthest of t he
candidate in Freemasonry raised and rebevan today.

Below are two C type bracteajds 28,1 and 2with the same motjffound in Borringe in
Svedala municipality adut25 km east of Malmg in ScaniBhe photo on the right shows that
this bracteatdhad a muctwider borderzonearound the motjfotherwise the motives are the

same What do we see here?

The horse has long legs and we see both the swastika and the large U in front of the human
head and the animal. We also see that thespendoron both motifs, which probably refers
to the steps of thgoul, turns into a thin, long spiralith moreturns of the circlafter the
back of the headt goes into aort of whirlpool
A triangle made oftree dotss to be foundehindthehead and between the front legs
of thehorse We shall come back to tee triangleshortly.

The photo on the right shows that the motif itself is surroundeddy threeinnercircles,

but the innermosthird circle disappears right in front of the large U and the lbosse h e a d
Could this indicate @ Y2timescircumambulatioR | s t h e vidingaonthehodes s o ul
ona journey around the sanctugpgfore arrivng at the southwestnpillar? Thisis the

outermost pillar of the largé.
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In the drawing of the motif on the lefk 28,2, we see that thivo innermostingsin
front of the horse's heaffont leg andhe large Uare drawn differentlyHere are no rings, do
the rings dissolvehere?

| believethatthese bracteates show the same symbolism as we saw in Freemasonry,
with a 2 Y%roundcircumambulatiorbefore the candidate is laid in the "tomb" at the
southwesgrnpillar of the lodge. If this is correct, whsgmbolicjourneymight thesoul of the
dead warrior and thereemasoiavehad? And still ha®

The answer may be foumal the motif of thegolden bracteaték45, that we saw aboven
page34 from Akerbo on Oland in Sweden This head is larger than the heads on other
bracteateslt also has a larger hair splenduanich hasan upper part and a lowpartdivided
by a pearl band

| interpretthe lower parassteps imi a s t atlem follawsacibcularhair knotthat
probably points to anore than onéurn of the circle, before theair endsn the northeast, just
abovethefour long lines from the horse's rump that probably symbolize the four pillaiss.
symbolismpoi nts to the Odinds rite.

The uppermost "staircase" ends behind the head, but here we find the swastika
hammersymbol of Thor. khereforebelieve the owner of this bracteate must have been
initiatedto Thoras well as to Odin, to both the Divine Twins

Now to the symbolic journeg f t h e Trhfront df the headbsta eircularroundplate
with 14 smalledotsin a banddong theedge This symbol is placed right in front of his head
(instead of the swastika) where the sasits That means i#vasimportant.Could this circle,
like the circle with the hair knot behind the head, refer to a celestial journey around the
zodiag herewith 14 godsand that the god on the bracteate that guides hithegaurney is
the 15h?

Here we might sethe same religious tradition as we saw in Freemasonry wRere 1
brothers§i g o )tarried the Freemason 2% times around the room and then formed a circle
togethemwith the Senior and Junior Warden. Theysal o od ar ound the MnAdead:
when the Worshipful Master, as the ", 5aised him.

On the Oseberg shipom Vestfold,where the burial ceremony took place in the early
800s CE 15 dead horses lay on the foredeckn frontof the shipand 15 pair of oars was
found on the shig have also found theeeminglysame symbolism with 15 horsasd
animals on th&/iking Age carpetiB from Jamtli inOstersund irswedenThe gods had
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probablytransformed themselves into horsesthe ship to help the deceasedheaven and to
relrth.
The bracteate IK6Znot shown herefpund on Gotland in Sweden, has a similar motif
to IK 45 above Thecircularround plate in front of this hedws10 dots inthe band along the
edgeand his upper hair ssilaesizalatsinsite®eshadle fishel | s
religionon Gotland hadewergods?
Otherwise, | believe that the symbolismthe circumambulatiosupto heaverand
down may have beazxpressedn the circles around the edge many bracteateas we saw

on IK 28,1 and 2| have nogonefurtherinto this.

The motifof thelK 1 (below),showsa man riding a horse arfourfooted animal
with a tail, andwith aswastika an@ largeU in front of the headHis hair is strong and erect
andhe has draidat the back of his neckhese stepdescend to the back of his hesldere
the hair merges into a braid traddruptlyrisesupwardstowards the northeastth three
bullets The round dots otop ofhis hair are probably raindropthe symbol of fertility and
regenerationThe animal's hooves do not touch the ground: this may indicate that the journey

is a spiritual one.

ThelargeU abovethea n i mheadi@esprobablyrepresented theonstellationGemini or
Twins. But why three dotsn the pillarshere?
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Below the constellationGeminion the Mily Way there are three bright stars that
formsthe corners of an imaginawinter triangle.The stardrocyon, Sirius and Betelgeuse
all shine brighter than the stars Castor and Pollux in the GewomstellationProcyon is the
brightest star in theonstellationCanis Minor( i | e s s e r . Thecgndtellatibndanis n )
Major containsSirius, thebrightest stam the night skyalsoknown as the "dog star".
Betelgeuse is a star in the constellation Or
Can the three dots on top of the largeruthe bracteateymbolize thaevinter triangle?
And could the three dots on the bracteate IKL28d 28,22bove also symbolizihe same?
| alsosee tle symbolismwith the three staras connectetb thehundings, the dog
clan orfithe dogfighterg, thelegendary tribe in early Germanic sources. They were probably
the warriors of Thor in the Viking Ag€orrespondingly, amonitpe early IndeEuropeans we
find thewulfingast hwolf-d | ano. Just bel ow Odinbs const el
find Lupus, the Wolf. Odin had his wolves, Gere and Freke in the Viking Age.
The 40 or so runes along the edge ofittaeteatdK 1 from Agedal are difficult to
decipher(The last interpretation assumes that the runic text reproduces some stanzas from a
mythical poem about a journey describing how the dead arrive at the realm of the dead after a
successful ridé&?’) x1 01 A OAOEAO COAOO OOOAOGAT mAOIT 16 O
The two gold bracteates found in the grave in AgeddK 2 and IK 1shows that
the king or chieftainliving here, probably was initiated to both Odin and Thor. He had
second and third degree in Freemasonry, as we would say today.

Now to some other bracteates that may show tha&tivine Twins.

CTypeJewels with lhe Divine Twirts
Below we see four bracteates that are quite similar. The top two, IK 109 and IK169, are from

Eidsberg in @stfold, Norway, while the bracteate IK 363.2 is from Lilla Jored in Tanum
parish in northern Bohuslan. IK 327, at the bottom right, was submitted from the estate of a

high-ranking officer and was probably found in Scania.

2iGro Mandt og Trond LgdgeBergkunst, Helleristninger i Nore@slo, 2005, p 166
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The bracteates show a human head with a stylized bird in siomtarly to whatwe saw
above. The head hovers over two animals that are connected, one animal facing east and the
other facing west. | assume we see here the neck and head of the two twin gods who lead the
soul of the dead up to heaven in the northeast, and the neck and head of the other god who
brings the dead back for rebirth in the southwest.

Now for details on the motifs: We see that the neck of the animal on the right rises up
to the northeast and then makes a sharp turn of the neck beforskiack and forms a head
with a strong "chin"This symbolizes probablytte I turns of the circle

journey to reach the god in the northeast.
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On top of the heads is something that may resemble shrak"pillars”. Could this be
the three pillarshat we haveeenearlier?

The head on the left shows a similar head that we have seen on the animal several
times before, it may resemble a horse's head, snake'stahuid's head. Above these heads
we see the large U, but on the tvastbracteates it stands on two small posts. | assume this is
a further emphasis that the U symbolizes the two pidaGeminiin the west. If my
assumptions are correct, we see both the two pillars in the west and the three pillars in the
east these are still the most common symbols in the Masonic lodge rtoolag We saw
abovethe three pillars arourtthe altarin the east (p13 and 2%

The bracteates probably belonged to warriors or important people who were initiated
intoOdim and Thod s ri t es

Now we'llleave the C type bracteates drale a look at the D tygwacteatesThis is the

second most common type of bracte&&9 pieces have been found.

The D Type Bracteates - Freya's Jewels?

There may be reason to believe that these jewels show that the bearer has been itite&ated to
goddesdg-reya which has become the first degree in Freemasonry and has given us the name
Freemasor®

Before we begin, | would like to say a few words about the ancient belief surrounding
roosters and the awakenth@r rebirttd into a new dayln the crowing of the rooster there
was then, as now, a hope of awakening and a new day. A Byzantine source relates that
Scandinavian warriors burned their dead afte
cockerels into the river flowing past. As late as the end af 70€s roosters were still
sacrificed on burial mounds in Norway during the midsummer celebrafidtisisommer

celebrations were to the goddess Freya

King Haddingn the underworld

Let usseewhat happenetb King Haddingand higourney to the underworldold bythe

Danish historian Saxo, who lived roughly at the same time as Storlusson

28 Arvid Ystad, The Freemasons in the Viking Ageslo, Amazon, 2023, p 1564
29 Arvid Ystad, The Freemasons in the Viking Ag#slo, Amazon, 2023, pl

39



King Hadding wanewinter eveningsitting in thehigh seat irking Hakord s ih a | |
Norway, whensomething strange happened. Suddenly he saan@anemerge fronthe floor
by the hearthShe had a fresh bouquetflaiwers, which proved to be the poisonous hemlock,
in her bosom

Hadding wanted to know where spetthe flowersfrom. TheWoman(Freya, some
believe)then tookhim underher cloak, and together they disappeared down into the Aarth.
this point,Saxo adds that he believes the gjofithe underworld wuld show Hadding the
places to which he would one day go when he died. (This may be understood as an initiation
into Freyads cult.)

Through a damp and gloomy mist, thew walked on a-tk@tlden path past some
distinguishedooking people dressed in purple, before they finally arrived at the place where
the fresh flowers grew. The sun was shining here, but the woman wanted tcagol goon
they came to a riveithere were all sorts of weapons lying in the goégck water that flowed
fast and violentlyFrom the bridge over the river, they could see two armies that fought
these were dead warriors that now relived their previous feats. They went on and finally
reached a strong wall which they could not get over.

The woman then took eoosterthatshebroughtwith her,twisted its neckand threw
the headver the wall Shortly afterwards, a rooster crows were hdsonh the other sidethe
rooster had been brought to life again at the.whle at the wall, the rebirth took place.

After this, Hadding went back to our word.

Now we will see how this story can be reflected in Freemasonry
Thecandidate in Freemasonry is placed in a small chamber upon arrival, probably the
symbol of Freya's womble isblindecand t he fAcabl et owod i scanl ai d a
besee as the symbol of the umbilical cord. He gets a slippenismightfoot; the other is
bare Emerging from herghe islead on his journey by the Master@remonies in the York
rite. Hefisees the liglit at the altafwall) wherethe umbilical cord disappears. The
candidate meets love at th#ar (wall) and is symbolically reborn!

30 Arvid Ystad, The Freemasons in the Viking Ag#slo, Amazon, 2023, 48
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The bracteate IK 540is now inthe National Museumn Copenhagerilhe patterns typical
of the D type bracteatesvhich are obviously full of symbolisnBelowwe see an enlarged

motive.

What do we see here?

There are two slightly oval Al oopso on the b
thenorthwest as well as one at the bottom with the opening down. If my assumption that this
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bracteate i s associ at ed mayrepgiesertithevgni ofthe | d s t
candidate's mother and the womb of Freya. These uteri can symbolize the births, i.e., that the
owner has beefiborn twice.

Up to the rightin the northeastye see what may resemble a bird's head. It is stylized
and ends in a pointed bedlguess this is supposed to represent a rad3terctly behind the
head with the two eyes is a rectangle across the neck with six small square dots. Can this
stand for the stone altahe wall ormurin Norwegianwhere it all took place? To the right of
the stone altar there is something resembling half a cog wheel. Could this be the cock's comb?

A boot or a foot is depicted in the center of the geWkl. This can be the symbol of
the candidate 's journey. The shoe might be a parallel ®ipiper the candidate in
Freemasonry wears on his right foot todaBased on my perception of what has presumably
happened during the Freya rituals, | think thednd inverteds ' symbolizes the twisted and
winding journeythe candidate must walk before he reaches his second birth (womb) with
Freya.So,it might be Freya who leads him to the wall where the cock loses its' head.

On the path where the candidate walks, there are three obstacles. These looks like
arms coming out of the wombs with a feather or a knife at theléredFreemason mugass
threetrialstoday, as hes lead 1 “4imes around theoom, before he ends at tladtar (vall)
wherehe is initiated the roostewassacrificed. Is the feather or knife on this bracteate
symbolically his trials?

The interpretations above may seemféched for those of the readers who do not
have a background in Freemasonry. For Freemasons, many bells will ring.

The vast majority of bracteates of this category have the same motif, more simply
displayed or more complicated. Sometimes the beak is separated from the head, or the head

r

u

sits on the cock, b u t At seveml oktheistbne altarsiof ascienth e ¢ o ¢

shrines in Norwayaknife has beenfound pr obably for cutting the

Below aresomeothergold bracteatesf the D type:

31 Arvid Ystad, The Freemasons in the Viking A@¥slo, 2025, p. 880
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IK 531 is found inTapdrup near Viborg in North Jutland,
Denmark

Photo of original bracteate and drawing, IK 492, from Hérouvillette, grave 39, outside Caen in Normandy. A
similar bracteate has been found in Kent. It is likely that the Vikings brought these with them and they were later
placed as grave goods.
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IK 505 was found in SieveriWesermiinde, in Cuxhafen,

NiederSachsen, Germany

A somewhat simpler bracteate, IK 455, from
Killerup, nearOdense Funen, DanmatkThe shoe is associated with the path the candidate walks. Here too there
are three fences or obstacles in his path.
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